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The Friends’ Christmas Event at The Hawthorns is a great success 

We held our 6th Friends of Dartmouth Park Christmas Event at The Hawthorns on Wednesday 11 December and 
everyone really enjoying the evening.  Over a hundred members and friends tucked into a delicious three course meal in 
beautiful festive surroundings.  The second half of the evening was given over to our favourite group, The Naked 
Beatles, who were joined by Lusty Springfield.  The wonderful Beatles’ songs got most of our members on the dance 

floor enjoying themselves, whilst those who didn’t dance were singing along to the music.  

The Friends would like to thank the excellent staff at The Hawthorns for making the evening so special and The Naked 
Beatles and Lusty for a great evening of entertainment.  The photographs below taken by Seumas Kelly show The 

Naked Beatles in action and our members enjoying the evening. 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

 to our Members 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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It doesn’t seem 6 years since we were formed to enable the Council to show the 
support of the community in their bid for lottery funding and isn’t it wonderful to see 
the restoration gaining momentum and the Park being transformed.   
 
The original landing stage of the lower pool has been extended and now has 
wheelchair access down to the waters edge. The new landing stage will also 
accommodate boats should they be reintroduced in the future. Levels have been 
raised behind the newly constructed wall and a new guard rail/hand rail installed 
along the top of the bank. Also the bank between the upper and lower pools has 
been stabilised with Geotextile.  The upper pool was heavily overgrown and so far 
this has been reduced on the eastern bank to how it was originally intended and  
platforms have been installed for fishing and viewing the wildlife.  The old Bowling 
Green area has been turned into a picnic area with a few parking spaces for the 

use of Sandwell Model Boat Club. 

The children's play area has been extremely busy and popular during the school 
holidays with lots of positive feedback about the facilities on offer.  A toddlers play 
area has been added close to the pavilion, which is also proving to be very 
popular. The toddlers have water play and starting soon will be a larger area of 

water play for the main play area.  

Lighting has been installed on a pathway through the Park from the main avenue 
to the Sandwell Valley. Ninety-five per cent of the paths have been resurfaced and 

new paths have been introduced in the arboretum and several others re-routed.  

The pillars at the Dagger Lane Entrance have been knocked down, rebuilt, 
knocked down again and rebuilt, and are now complete. The old Depot has been 
turned into a car park for Park users, whilst the old car park on Reform Street has 
seen lots of excavation material from around the site being used to make up the 
levels to form a new boundary with Reform Street. Pillars and railings have been 
constructed behind the existing footpath and there is a new pedestrian entrance in 
the corner nearest to the town centre. This will bring the Park much closer to the 

town centre. 

New benches, signposts, notice boards and waste bins are popping up everywhere 
in the Park and work is in progress on new designs for the flower beds in the 
Avenue. The triangular bed opposite the Sensory Garden is being given an 
exciting design taken from the 1882 map of the Park which is displayed in the 
events room of the pavilion.  The map was found in the basement of Wednesbury 

Museum and Art Gallery and has been restored. 

The next phase of the restoration will see the planting of 100s of trees in the 
arboretum and dell.  You may have noticed when walking around the Park that 
each tree has a little metal tag with a number and when the new trees are planted 
the members will have an opportunity to adopt a tree for £10 and receive a 
certificate indicating the number on the tree and its location.  More about this in the 
February newsletter. Funds raised from this initiative will go towards providing 
more additions to the park in the same way we funded the wonderful Sensory 
Garden.  Whilst mentioning the Sensory Garden, I think we need to congratulate 
Annette and her hardworking group of volunteer gardeners for keeping the Garden 
looking beautiful, and also for tending the 8 rose beds sponsored by you our 

members.  

Restoration Update 

GO GREEN REWARD SCHEME  

Turn your trash into cash for The Friends of Dartmouth Park  

We are encouraging everyone in the West Bromwich Central ward to increase their recycling. If we can achieve 
this the Friends of Dartmouth Park will receive funding for encouraging this new incentive. So please recycle to 

benefit not only The Friends of Dartmouth Park but other community organisations and schools.   

The cash comes from the Government and Serco and will benefit organisations across the Borough.   

Landfill tax costs the council £72.00 per tonne. Every extra Tonne we can recycle will save the council 

taxpayers the payment of this tax. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Recycle001.svg
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November always a busy month for Dartmouth Park 

Remembrance Sunday on the 10 November was a cold, bright day 
with a blue sky and the crowds were out in force to pay their 
respects to those who died in the two Great Wars, and also those 
members of the Armed Forces who are still losing their lives on 
active duty across the world.  Many wreaths and crosses were 
placed on the War Memorial by local dignitaries and the general 
public.   

A big thank you to Cllr Steve Melia and the West Bromwich Branch 
of The Royal British Legion for giving the people of West Bromwich 
the opportunity to attend a very moving Service of Remembrance, 
and also to the Dartmouth Park/Sandwell Valley  staff who work so 
hard to ensure the event is a success.  
 
One of the many benefits of the restoration is that visitors to the Park 
are now able to enjoy a hot drink after the Service and the Joe 
Johnson Snack Bar was extremely busy. 

Saturday 2nd November saw a wonderful display of fireworks and a 
huge bonfire in the Park to celebrate Bonfire Night.  The weather 
wasn’t kind, but it didn’t deter families from attending what is always 
the best firework display in Sandwell. 

The photographs on this page were all taken 
by Seumas Kelly, who also provided the 
photographs taken at our Christmas Event at 
The Hawthorns. 

Request for help from Sandwell Visually Impaired 

The SVI have asked the Friends of Dartmouth Park for help for one of their members, a visually impaired guide dog 
owner, whose husband has recently had a heart attack and is out of action.  She needs someone to accompany her to 
free run her guide dog.  If you think you may be able to help please contact the SVI Office based at the Deaf Resource 

Centre, Dagger Lane, West Bromwich, B71 4BB, Telephone No. 0121 525 4810,  

or e-mail: sandra_troth@sandwell.gov.uk. 
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Baby Show Mystery Solved 

by Mark Barrett 
The June newsletter carried a picture of FODP member Mike Sewell receiving a prize in a Baby Show in Dartmouth 
Park. Mike was keen to know any information about this event. We worked out that the year would have been 1948 and 
I am pleased to say that the old newspapers held in the Sandwell Archive came up with the answer. As can be seen 
below this Baby Show was part of the Trades Council Fete held in May of 1948 and the list of winners in the following 
week’s paper was proof positive that we had got the right event and the right year.  

There were just six of these Trades Council fetes, in the years 1947 thru 1952. In 1953 the May event in the Park was 
dedicated to the Coronation, and the Trades Council Fetes were never revived in subsequent years.     


